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ABSTRACT

The Purpose of this study is to get the empirical knowledge of the Role-play
technique to improve speaking ability, to know if the role-play effective in teaching
speaking, to find the answer if the role is effective to improve English speaking
ability. The technique of the research is qualitative. The data from field was done
through observation in the classroom. Here the writer directly taught the students
and observed students’ activities in speaking class. The writer explains the finding
and gives some samples of role-play technique, activities in teaching and how to
teach speaking through role-play technique.
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A. INTRODUCTION
1. Background

Nowadays, many English courses are available anywhere in regions.
People who want to improve their English speaking ability are provided by so
many facilities. The big number of members in the public courses is one the
proof that teenagers or even children are having a big desire to be able to
speak English. However, though so many English courses are provided it
doesn’t means that people will directly have any confidentiality to join and
speak.

Actually, English materials in classrooms do not meet their needs in
learning English since students still seek for other places to learn English more.
Most of students learning English in the classroom are always passively

involved in its learning process.
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Many factors can cause the problem of the students’ speaking skills
namely the students’ interest, the material, and the media among others
including the technique in teaching English. Many techniques can be applied
including role play because many research findings say that this technique is
effective to use in teaching speaking.

Role-play is an alternative to using the English language as much as
possible. When compared with the method of discussion that sometimes
saturate and more dominant in the discussion in general that the smart
students, while other students just silent. In the "Role-Play" every student is
given the opportunity to speak with a more lively atmosphere for any student
interested in playing the role not as the discussion was dominated by good

students in speaking English.

2. The Objective

Based on the problem above, the objective of this study is to get the
understanding about how to teach speaking through role-play technique and the

effectiveness of role-play for teaching speaking.

3. Theoretical Framework

Theodore Huebner said in his book “Speaking is a skill used by
someone in communication in daily life whether at school or outside. The skill is
acquired by much repetition; it is primarily a neuromuscular and not an
intellectual process. It consists of competence in sending a receiving message.

According to Chomsky, (in Brown, 2008: 33) Speaking skill is the
capability to other the articulation to express, to state or deliver though, opinion
and wish to the other person. The People who know a language called as
speaker of the language. Speaking includes all other kinds of knowing and
many activities of foreign language learners are primary interest to speak.

3.1 Teaching Speaking
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Jeremy Harmer suggested on his book, there are some many
classroom-speaking activities that are currently in use in communicative class.
a. Acting from Script

The teacher can ask the students to act out scenes from plats and or
their course books, sometimes filming the result. Students will often act out
dialogues they have written themselves. This frequently involves them in
coming out to the front of the class.

b. Communication Games

Games which are design to provoke communication between
students frequently depend on an information gap, so that one student has
to talk to a partner in order to solve a puzzle, draw a picture (describe and
draw), put things in the right order (describe and arrange), or find
similarities and differences between pictures.
c. Discussion

One of the reason that discussions fail (when they do) is that
students are reluctant to give an opinion in front of the whole class,
particularly if they cannot think of anything to say and are not, anyway,
confident of the language they might use to say it. Many students feel
extremely exposed in discussion situations.
d. Prepared Talks

A popular kind of activity is the prepared talk where students make
presentation on a topic of their own choice. Such talks are not designed for
informal spontaneous conversation; because they are prepared, they are
more writing-like than this. However, if possible, students should speak
from notes than from a script.
e. Questionnaires

Questionnaires are useful because, by being pre-planned, they
ensure that both questioner and respondent have something to say to each
other. Depending upon how tightly designed they are, they may well
encourage the natural use of certain repetitive language pattern-and thus

be situated in the middle of our communication continuum.
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f.  Problem solving

The material is used in this technique giving the students to work in
pairs or groups. They share their problem, opinion and feeling. In this case
the teacher as the bridge to communicate among the participants. Then, the
students give a question and answer each other. This communication will
help the students practicing and expressing their ideas in spoken language.
g. Role-play

A popular way of the aspect of speaking activities is to use
simulations and role plays. This is where students pretend that they are in a
different situation, either as themselves or playing the role of someone is
quite different. We could ask them to be guest at some parties and go there
as different characters. They could, as themselves, pretend to be at an
airport trying to check luggage, or either as themselves or another character
take part in a television program. In all these cases the students are using
language in order to participate in the activity rather than other way round!
Some students find it very comfortable to use language in a simulated
environment, playing the role of someone else —-it allows them to

experiment freely to be another people.

Methodology

This study aimed to get the understanding about the students’ activities

in teaching speaking using role-play. The method used in this research is

qualitative method to describe the process of teaching speaking using role-play.

B. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

1. The advantages of using role play technique

Based on the result of the data, it is proven that the students skill of

speaking taught by using role play is better. It means that the use of role play in

teaching speaking is quite effective. Another reason based on the students

responses most students find that role play is enjoyable. This reason leads to
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better attention in learning and stimulate them to participate in role play

activities, also role play is very helpful for the learners to improve their English

speaking ability, it shown that the students skill of speaking have improvement

after taught by using role play.

C. CONCLUSION

Based on the research, the writer concludes that:

From the result of the analysis of the research, it is proven that the students of

speaking taught by using role play is better. This result has answered the

research question that the use of role play in teaching speaking is quite

effective.

a.

The use of role play makes the speaking and learning activity more
enjoyable and interesting. It is because role play helps the shy students by
providing a mask, where students with difficulty in conversation are
liberated. In addition, it is fun and most students will agree that enjoyment

leads to better learning.

In role play, the world of the classroom is broadened to include the outside
world. This offers a much wider range of language opportunities. So, the

students can be anyone and in any situation they wish.

The use of role play makes the class more active and alive. Students are

willing to participate without any forces from the teacher.

The use of role play makes the students more motivated in learning and

easier to grasp the lesson.
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